December 3, 2007

Town Board Minutes 

A Special Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on December 3, 2007 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:  

LINDA D. PUGLISI 


Supervisor 

JOSEPH D. CERRETO 

Councilmember 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL 

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU 


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN 


Councilmember 

Also present: 



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 


THOMAS WOOD, ESQ. 

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 



KATHLEEN BURLESON 

DES, Director 



CLAUDIA VAHEY 


Human Res. Coor. 



RICHARD BECKER 

Councilmember Elect
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:12 pm. 

* * * * * * * * * *
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all present in a Pledge to the Flag.  

* * * * * * * * * *
ROLL CALL 
On roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence.  

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS
(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.  

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:13 pm. 

The following Public Hearing was conducted:

Public Hearing to consider the adoption of the 2008 Budget, Authorize Amended Changes to the 2008 Preliminary Budget, and Adopt the 2008 Library Budget. 

Supervisor Puglisi said that by New York State law the Town must prepare a budget before December 20th of each calendar year.  The Comptroller (Glenn Cestaro) and Supervisor had a press conference this past October to present the budget to the public and Town Board.  With this new budget the tax increase that was figured was 1.5%.  This would be about $20 for the average assessed property for the year.  After designs and discussions with the Town Board a 0.2% increase was figured.  This would be an additional $2 a year.  The tax increase would then equal 1.7% or around an additional $23 for the year.    
PUBLIC HEARINGS, (continued) 
Over the last twelve years the Town has not had a tax increase of more than 2.5% and a tax decreased by almost 4%.  For almost every other year there was at 0% increase in tax.  The Town has done over $80 million in capital improvement projects within the past twelve years.  The Town tax portion of the annual tax bill is 14%, 18% goes to Westchester County, 66% goes to the school districts and 2% goes to special districts.  
Comptroller Glenn Cestaro gave a brief overview about the amounts that the Supervisor was referring to:  General Fund $1,900, Town Outside Village Fund $30,000, Cortlandt Consolidate Water District $50,460 and Mt. Airy Fire Protection District $22,000.   
Supervisor Puglisi said, just a small summary, this is going to be a 1.7% Town tax increase and 14% of property tax is paid to the Town.  On the average assessed property the increase will be around $23 for the year.  

Councilmember Lindau moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Farrell to adopt the following resolutions: 
RESOLUTION NO. 350-07 – Adoption of the 2008 Town of Cortlandt Budget.  

There was no discussion.  Councilmember Lindau moved and a second was offer by Councilmember Farrell to close the Hearing at 7:22 pm with all voting AYE. 
* * * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS
(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.)
Councilmember Farrell moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Lindau that the following resolution be adopted. 
RESOLUTION NO. 351-07 - Resolution in Opposition of the Federal Aviation Administration’s Proposal to expand flight plans to Westchester County Airport.  
* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 352-07 – Schedule a Public Hearing to be Held on December 11, 2007 to Consider a Tree Ordinance.  

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said that she has been speaking with the Mayor of Buchanan and they agree that it is important to participate in Indian Point’s drills.  

Councilmember Lindau said that is appropriate for the Town to participate in these drills.  

Councilmember Farrell said that he does not understand why the County Executive does not want to participate in Indian Point’s exercises.  The County Executive has been in opposition of the power plant for sometime now, however it is his responsibility to provide emergency services and provide planning to residents.  The County Executive did not even give any advanced discussion on this decision.  
Councilmember Sloan said that every year the County is more against Indian Point Power Plant.  A few years ago the County launched a $385,000 study to determine if it could take over the power plant.  The study showed that the County would not be able to afford to take over the plant and the study called for 
RESOLUTIONS, (continued) 
the plant to voluntarily close.  However this has left the Town of Cortlandt wondering what governments above will have to do in order to insure that an adequate job is being done.  

Supervisor Puglisi said that we are not talking about opening or closing the plant.  We are talking about emergency planning and participating in drills it case anything where to happen at the plant.  

Councilmember Cerreto said that the press release by the County on this issue states that the number one duty of a chief elected official is to protect public health and safety.  The press release then proceeded to say that Westchester will not participate in these drills, then goes on to say that we will continue to train and practice our own exercises to ensure the health and safety of our residents.  In other words there are no two parties working together.  The County is going to do one thing, Entergy and the NRC is going to do another, the school district and municipalities are planning a third thing.  There is no set plan this is going to create a problem if there is not a set plan with what to do if there were an emergency.  
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the meeting be adjourned at 7:31 pm, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  

Respectfully submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk
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